ALIPORE.
the zoological gardens.
The Zoological Gardens are on our left as we turn
towards the Zeerut Bridge. The scheme for this institu-
tion was first mooted in 1867 by Dr. Fayrer, c.s.i. Six
years later, Mr. L. Schwendler succeeded in pursuading
the Asiatic and Agri-Horticultural Societies to take up the
matter, and in 187 5 the Government of Bengal carried the
proposals of the Societies into effect. Disagreeable bustees,
which heretofore choked the approach to Belvedere, were
removed, and their site together with a large slice of the com-
pound of Kidderpore House, was converted into gardens.
The gardens were formally opened by King Edward VIL
at that time Prince of Wales, on January 1st, 1876. The
reader will prefer to pay "the Zoo" the honour of a spe-
cial visit or visits, as there is a good deal to be seen there,
and an hour or more will he pleasantly spent in inspecting
the collection. The tigers are in their classical home land,
and are usually in good condition. The lions, however, do
not seem to appreciate Calcutta. In the present year the
"Zoo" Ms been still further expanded by the inclusion of
another strip of the Orphanage compound.
belvedkre.
On leaving the Gardens, we proceed to Belvedere—
the palace of the Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal. It is
exceedingly difficult to form any opinion as to the origin of
this house. Mr. A. K. Ray informs us that it was commenc-
ed in 1700 by Prince Azim-us-Shan. The Bevd. J. Long,
writing of the year 1762, tells us that Warren Hastings, then
(1761—4) a member of the Council had "his house in the
then jungles of Alipur, '' and that * 'his house at Belvedere
was then in rural solitude of Alipur. J' But the Revd. J.
Long, as all who have consulted his writings, know so well,
is a most provoking authority. A little further on he
writes as if Warren Hastings' Garden House was to the
west of, and, therefore, distinct from Belvedere^ The
present writer inclines to the belief that before the ad-
vent of the great Proconsul, Belvedere was the garden-
house of Mr. FranHand, the official who in 1758 conducted
a survey of the South Pergunahs of Calcutta.

